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During the last week of September and the fArst week of October 
the Minister-fresidents of each of the Linder cf the DDR invites 
the church gathorities of his Land ané all pastors to a conferen 
in the respective Land capital. This action was taken in accor: 
with an SED directive. The subject of the conferences was the 
role ox the church in the "peace campaign". No r2sponsible 
church authorities accepted the invitation and caly one to five 
per cent. of the pastors. 


& meeting was held in Berlin to @ensider the rasul 
of these conferences as reported by the in eee residents Bace 
by the DDR Ministry of State Security which had also di Spa teher 
oy representative to each, Present at this eetin 
tte Nusehke, Valter Ulbricht, Otto Grotewohl, an 
pascors. In summing up the results of the confe 
leaders stated that the chureh has taken such a 
Lowerd the "peace campaign” that it has ‘become a in 
Propran. Huschke and other CLU leaders had promised that they 
would mobilize the church behind the National Front; these 
promises were now characterized by the SED as extravagant, 


tMageverated, and LSalse. 


severg i 
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negative attatuc 

ue. “to this 


Uloricht pointed out that in West Germany the church is much 

ore active in the peace program and that especially the Leading: 
inure of the church in the West show much more energy than in 
the Hast, Ulbricht referred to Pastor NiemBbller and the 37 
pastors whe signec nis letter to Chancellor Adenauer. Ulbricht. 
also referred to ae increasing opposition of the churches and 
universities in the West to the proposals for ad aera tog pseecar 
Clbricht urged the East CDU tc encourage this trend in the Ves 
and to gain the sympathy of these groups for the alms of the ppP 
In addition he chastised the CDU for not having been able to 
arouse the same sentiments in the church in the DOR. 
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4. Atser She failure of the Lanier conferences it was decided that 
tne time is not yet rive for the establishment of a People’s 
Guureh along the pattern set up in Gzechoslovakia. In view of 
the recalcitrance of the sastors in the DDR, it is felt that 
such a state churen would give the opponents of the DDR in West 
Germany a chance to accuse the DDR of being anti-church and 
would serve to turn the West German clergy from the "peace 
campaign" to the supvort of the Vest. 


o Nuschke complained that sepeatec anticlerical and anti-Christian 
statements by SED officials have made it impossible for him to - 
gain the support of the ehusch for the DPR. Ulbricht replied 
that all anti-church propaganda has been removed from the 
curriculum of all SED schools and training. Ulbricht claimed 
that this is not merely a tactical maneuver but rather an integra: 
point of Communist theory based on experience in the USSR. 
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6. Wuschke was instructed to prepare a detailed vcrogram for enlistii.2 
ALL antiewestern sentiment among Yestern churchmen in support of 
the DDR. It was suggested that an invitation to a "Peace 
Conference” be extended to all Cerman pastors, The representativss 
of the government of the DDR also announced that the DDR is pre- 
pared to give material supyvoxt to church schools. 
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